
Promoting British Values 
  

Policy statement 

At St Mary’s Nursery School, we uphold and teach children about British Values which are defined 
as:  

 Democracy  
 Rule of Law  
 Individual Liberty  
 Mutual respect  
 Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs  

 The Nursery School takes opportunities to actively promote British values through our daily 
activities.  We also actively promote British values through ensuring that our curriculum planning 
and delivery includes real opportunities for exploring these values.  Actively promoting British values 
means challenging children, staff or parents expressing opinions contrary to fundamental British 
values, including extremist views.  

  

At St Mary’s Nursery School, British Values are reinforced regularly and in the following ways:  

Democracy  

 Children are always listened to by adults and are taught to listen carefully and with concern 
to each other, respecting the right of every individual to have their opinions and voices 
heard.  

 Children also have the opportunity to air their opinions and ideas and have their voices 
heard through small and large group times.    

 

The Rule of Law  

 The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the Nursery or the country, are 
consistently reinforced throughout regular nursery days, as well as when dealing with 
behaviour. 

 The children are aware of the consequences of not following the rules in their Nursery 
community.  

 The children learn to understand the difference between right and wrong in all aspects of 
nursery life throughout the session.   

 Children are taught the value and reasons behind laws, that they govern and protect us, the 
responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws are broken.  

 Visits from authorities such as the Police, Health and Fire Service are regular parts of our 
calendar and help reinforce this message.   

 Children are rewarded not only for achievement in curriculum areas, but for behaviour.  
Rewards are given in the form of stickers.  Children’s achievements are also recognised 
through our Open Door Policy with parents/carers.  



  

Individual Liberty 

 The children are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and 
supportive environment.  

 We educate and provide boundaries for the children to make informed choices, through a 
safe environment and an empowering education.  

 Children are encouraged to give their opinions and share these ideas with due regard for the 
feelings of others.  

 

Mutual Respect  

 All members of the Nursery community treat each other with respect.  
 Respect for others is promoted through our classroom and learning rules, as well as our 

behaviour policy.  
 Children will challenge each other when not showing respect and encourage each other to 

be respectful.  
 Where there is conflict between children, staff follow through with “Conflict Resolutions”.   

  

Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs  

 The staff actively promote diversity through our celebrations of different faiths and cultures. 
 Members of different faiths and religions are encouraged to share their knowledge to 

enhance learning within the Nursery School.  
 The children are encouraged to discuss differences between people such as their faith, 

ethnicity, disability, gender or sexuality (where appropriate).  
 The children discuss differences in family life such as looked after children or young carers.  

 

British Traditions and Heritage  

 We celebrate the role of Britain both historically and in the present. 
 Careful curriculum planning enables children to have knowledge of and take pride in their 

British heritage and our cultural and historical traditions. 
 We promote British values by celebrating Royal events, Remembrance Day and festivals such 

as Harvest, Christmas, and Easter.   

 

This Policy was reviewed by Gemma Finnegan 

This Policy was adopted by Staff and St Mary’s Nursery Committee 

Signatory 
(Committee Chairperson) 

Samuel Pointer 

Date July 2017 



Review Date July 2019 

 


